The case of a 89 year old patient with an oblique odontoid fracture is reported.
Introduction
The classification of odontoid fractures ad Difficulties, however, have been encoun tered with some odontoid fractures that could not be classified using this system. We report here such a fracture which was oblique and which extended in an antero posterior direction.
Case report
An 89 year old man had a fall in the toilet, striking his forehead and nose, and experien cing pain in his neck. Physical examination revealed tenderness over the upper cervical spine but without any neurological deficit.
Cervical plain lateral radiographs demonstrated an oblique fracture in a frontal plane extending from the middle of the anterior aspect of the odontoid process to the posterior junction be tween its posterior border and the body of axis.
There was a significant caudal and posterior displacement of the proximal fragment (Fig 1) .
A computerised tomography (CT) scan demon strated this oblique fracture clearly in axial and *Correspondence. 
